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WE CLAIM: 

1. An artificial endosphincter for a urethra, the endosphincter 
comprising: 

a retaining part, structured as a temperature-independent, 
self-expanding stent; and 

a valve which can be manually actuated by external pressure. 

2. The endosphincter of claim 1, wherein said stent comprises a tubular 
interlacing having at least one filament. 

3. The endosphincter of claim 2, wherein said retaining part has at least 
one section without said tubular interlacing. 

4. The endosphincter of claim 2, wherein said at least one filament has a 
round cross-section. 

5. The endosphincter of claim 2, wherein said at least one filament is 
produced from one of a plastic material and a metal material. 

6. The endosphincter of claim 1, further comprising X-ray impermeable 
markings. 

7. The endosphincter of claim 1, wherein said stent is cylindrical. 

8. The endosphincter of claim 1, wherein said stent has at least two 
cylindrical sections of different radii. 

9. The endosphincter of claim 2, further comprising an inner coating and 
an outer coating, wherein said tubular interlacing is disposed between 



said inner coating and said outer coating, said inner coating having a 
smooth inner surface and said outer coating having a structure 
caused by said tabular interlacing. 

10. The endosphincter of claim 9, wherein said inner coating is formed as 
a tube which is surrounded by said tubular interlacing. 

11. The endosphincter of claim 10, wherein said tube leads into a valve 
receptacle. 

12. The endosphincter of claim 11, further comprising a conical transition 
region disposed between said valve receptacle and said tube. 

13. The endosphincter of claim 12, wherein said transition region is 
covered by said tubular interlacing. 

14. The endosphincter of claim 13, wherein filaments of said tubular 
interlacing taper towards said valve receptacle. 

15. The endosphincter of claim 11, wherein said tube and said valve 
receptacle are formed as one piece. 

16. The endosphincter of claim 15, wherein said one piece consists 
essentially of silicone. 

17. The endosphincter of claim claim 1, wherein said valve is a self- 
closing, crossed slotted valve. 

18. The endosphincter of claim 17, wherein said crossed slotted valve has 
a hollow cylindrical mounting section and a closing section facing said 
retaining part. 
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19. The endosphincter of claim 17, wherein said crossed slotted valve has 
pressure receiving surfaces. 

20. The endosphincter of claim 19, wherein said pressure receiving 
surfaces terminate in sealing lips. 

21. The endosphincter of claim 13, wherein said valve is a crossed slotted 
valve consisting essentially of silicone. 



